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EUCC Coastal News is a nonthly newsletter published by EUCC - The Coastal Union.
Readers are encouraged to join the EUCC as a nenber. Menbers are entitled to a
variety of services and discounts: check in http://ww.eucc.nl/nenbers. For free
subscriptions, coments or contributions to this newsletter, please contact

news @oast al gui de. org.
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Dear readers,

The Editorial Teamof this newsletter would like to thank all readers that acted
on our call for action in Coastal Guide News No 4, related to the intention of
the 6th Framework Programe Comittee to renmove coastal zones fromthe research
progranme. Your efforts contributed to the decision of the cormittee to maintain
coastal zones anong the priorities (please see item1l)

Furthernore the editors of the "EUCC Coastal Guide News" have deci ded to change
the name of this newsletter into "EUCC Coastal News". A nore drastic change is
its frequency; fromnow on we can only ensure a nonthly frequency. In fact this
is aresult of our financial situation. If nmore of our readers would join the
EUCC as a nenber, we would be able to provide better services. Once nore we cal
upon everybody to register as a nmenber of the EUCC, preferably as a nmenber
organi sati on (see bel ow).
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1) Conmi ssi on nmmintains coastal zones in FP6

On the 25th of March 2003 there was a 6th Framework Progranme (FP6) Committee
Meeting on the revision of the Programme on G obal Change and Ecosystens. A

t ough debate has taken place between the Commi ssion and the national del egates
about mai ntai ni ng Coastal Zones anong the priorities of the Framework Programe.
The Dutch del egates who rai sed the Coastal Zone issue got very good support from
the other countries. The main argunent of the Conm ssion agai nst Coastal Zones
was the | ack of organisation within the coastal science community. The
overwhelnming majority of the delegates did not accept this argunment and finally
the Commi ssion has agreed to nmintain Coastal Zones as a priority and to
maintain the original text, asking for a Network of Excellence based on nationa



platforns. The funding for a Coastal Zone Network of Excellence is planned for

the Third call. A final decision on the content of this will be taken in
February 2004 and the results of the Conmttee neeting indicate that the
Commi ssion proposal will include the Coastal Zones then. The Netherlands Centre

for Coastal Research (NCK), the EUCC and other partners are preparing a proposa
to the FP6 Programme for the funding of the ENCoRe network. The nobilisation
(partly via the previous issue of Coastal Guide News) of national del egates and
supporters of joint ENCoRe/ COASTAL INFO initiatives in favour of Coastal Zones
has been successful. Also the director of the G obal Change Programme, Dr

Pat ermann, confirmed the reception of many letters in support of Coastal Zones.

2) CoastLearn partnership enlarged

Thanks to the support of the Leonardo da Vinci Agency for the Netherlands and
t he European Commi ssion TACI S | BP Programre, the CoastlLearn consortium has been
enl arged. The aimof this enlargenent is to devel op a new nodul e on Sustai nabl e
Touri sm Managenent in the framework of ICZM as well as to take the interactive
character of CoastlLearn (a nultimedia distance training package on | ntegrated

Coastal Zone Managenent) one step further. Sinulation and role ganes will be
devel oped in order to facilitate the understandi ng of the coastal interactions
and integrated decision making processes. The project will noreover see the

devel opnent of new country versions of CoastlLearn for the Baltic States
(Leonardo da Vinci) and Russia (TACIS IBPP). A core task of the partnership wll
be to develop national networks of coastal practitioners that will then be
linked trans-nationally via the Regional Seas Programes. As nuch as 23
representatives representing 8 CEE partner organi sations, 6 EU ones and experts,
gathered in a Kick off neeting in Delft, the Netherlands, during 13th and 14th
March. The outconme was the definition of a project work plan, nodule contents
and the CoastlLearn scenario for the sinulation and role ganes. The new nodul e
should be on line by the end of the year. Meanwhile the Russian version of
CoastLearn will be avail able soon

More information: Irene Lucius ilucius@ucc.nl, ww.coastlearn.org

3) EU strategy to protect and conserve the nmarine environnent.

On the 4th of March 2003, the European council of ministers for the environnent,
adopt ed concl usi ons concerning a thematic strategy to protect and conserve the
marine environnent. Also in the context of the marine environnent, the
activities undertaken to conbat the consequences of the marine pollution caused
by the sinking of the single-hull oil tanker Prestige off the coast of Glicia
on 19 Novemnber 2002 were discussed. The council requests the Conmission to bring
forward a thematic strategy to protect and conserve the marine environnmentas
soon as possi ble, before May 2005. In this perspective, the Commi ssion is
invited to include further measures in relation to the safety of maritime
transport in order to protect the marine environnment. The council wll also
consider related issues of liability and, if appropriate, sanctions. Furthernore
t he devel opnment and i npl enentati on of the ecosystem approach within the narine
strategy which integrates both the environment to be protected and the human
activities which have an inpact on the marine environnent will be guided by the
council .

More information: http://ue.eu.int/pressDatal/en/envir/74763. pdf

http://ww. pl anet ark. org/dail ynewsstory. cfnf newsi d/ 20075/ story. ht m

4) WAF supports the hunt for seals in Canada

In a recently acquired internal docunent, the WAF states that they are not going
to act against the killing alnost a nmillion seals in the next three years on the
east coast of Canada. Despite years of international protest, the hunt for young
seal s has seen an increase. For a nunber of years now this quota has been fixed
at 275000 seals. Since this year, the Canadi an governnent has adopted a quota of
350000 seals. For not acting against this, the WAF has received a | ot of



criticismfromseveral aninmal rights organisations and environnental groups. On
the website of WAF Canada they even state publicly: “W support the hunting and
consunption of wild animls provided the harvesting does not threaten the |ong-
termsurvival of wildlife populations. WA has never opposed a sustai nabl e seal
hunt in northern or eastern Canada.”

http://ww. bont voordi eren. nl/inmg/ WNF_postion_feb 2003. pdf

http://ww. news. com au/ conmon/ st ory_page/ 0, 4057, 6146272%255E1702, 00. ht n
http://ww. pronat ure. on. ca/ WAFseal s. ht n

http://ww. pl anet ark. org/dail ynewsstory. cfnf newsi d/ 19697/ story. ht m
http://wwf.cal/satellite/ nunavut/pagel_eng. ht n

5) Aznar’'s plans threaten Ebro delta

The Spani sh governnent plans to transport water fromthe river Ebro, which has a
wat er surplus, to dryer areas of the country. A large resistance novenent of
politicians, farners, environmentalists and scientists has risen against this
Nat i onal Hydraulic Plan (PNH). Last week an international specialists group
presented a report to the European Parlianment that totally breaks down the PNH
It says that simlar projects in the past turned out to be fiasco's, the plan is
not based on a correct analysis of the water demand in the future and it is
based on out of date technol ogies, while nodern technol ogies, I|ike
desal i ni sation, are cheaper. The first area that will be harmed by the plan wll
be the Ebro delta, south of Barcelona. Because this area has been threatened by
the upcoming civilisation of the |ast decades it has becone a special concern
for the Catal oni an governnment. The surplus of fresh water has led to a specia
flora and fauna in the area. According to Spanish nmenber of the European
Parliament, Mendulice, the PNHwi Il kill the Ebro delta. The deterioration of
the ecosystemwi |l also have econom ¢ consequences. Rice farners fear that
shortage of fresh water will harmtheir market position which is already
uncertain. Shell and Crustacean fishers predict negative influences on their
catches because the seawater will intrude further in the delta. Also the
deteriorated | andscape and flora and fauna will attract |ess eco-tourists. The
critics say the governnment should put a stop to the huge spilling of

dri nki ngwater in Spain and nmake serious plans for reuse. The agriculture uses 80
% of the fresh water in this driest country of the EU and the |argest drinking
wat er conpany (lsabel 1) admts that 20 % of its drinking water disappears
through leaks in its out of date piping system Aznar won't listen to these
critics. During the discussion of the plan in the national parlianment 500
anmendrments were proposed by the opposition, but all were rejected by the
majority of Aznar's Partido Popular. Left wing party U says the PNHis a
“hydraulic fraude’ nmeant to enrich building and electricity conpanies instead of
sol ving water problens.

Source: Vol kskrant 8 March 2003 (in Dutch)

6) EUCC | eads devel opnent of Turkish Biodiversity Awareness Strategy

Since January of this year, EUCC The Coastal Union is |eading the assignment
“Preparing a Prioritized Strategy and Action Plan for Public Awareness Prograns
to Build Support for Biodiversity Conservation in Turkey, a conponent of the
Bi odi versity and Natural Resource Management Project, which is funded by the
d obal Environment Facility and inplenented by the Mnistries of Forestry and
Envi ronnent of Turkey. Qther nmenbers of the consortiumare the Dutch conpany DHV
and the Turkish consultancy firm AGRIN. The approach of the consortium
enphasi ses stakehol der participation during all phases of strategy devel opnent
and cl ose cooperation of Turkish and international experts. During the inception
phase, the consortiumdefined the [ist of key stakehol ders that should be
involved in drafting and inplenenting the Strategy and Action Plan, identified
attitudes and i nformati on gaps anong key stakehol der groups that lead to
unsust ai nabl e managenent practices and consequently biodiversity decline,
searched for efficient information channels to spread nessages about

bi odi versity conservation and conpiled a |ist of past and present initiatives



that can serve as a base for future awareness activities. Anong the major
prelimnary findings are that

- rural stakehol ders need better know edge and good exanpl es about alternative
managemnment practices and i nconme generating activities that decrease the pressure
on habitats;

- governnmental institutions generally see a need for additional training of
their (extension) staff on biodiversity issues;

- the nmedia have to learn how to transport biodiversity issues in a nore
attractive manner;

- biodiversity education has to beconme nore interactive and practical; and

- the general public have to devel op a better know edge about and pride in their
protected areas network.

The next project phase fromend of March to m d-June foresees a series of focus
group neetings, a small public opinion poll, two workshops and a first draft
Strategy and Action Plan. The project will end in Decenber 2003 with the

subm ssion of the final Strategy and Action Plan

More information: Irene Lucius ilucius@ucc.nl

7) International news survey

World - Ballast Water Convention on its way

The International Maritinme Organization (I MO is developing a new Convention on
Bal | ast Water. While it is essential to the safe operation of ships, ballast
wat er al so poses a serious environmental threat in carrying marine m crobes,
pl ants and ani mal s around over the worlds oceans. Wen di scharged into new
envi ronnents these species may becone invasive and severely disrupt the native
ecol ogy and have serious inpacts on the econony and human heal th.

More information: http://globallast.inmo.org (current guidelines and draft text
of convention).

EU Cooperation with US in energy and climate change research

On the 6th of March, European Research Conmmi ssioner Philippe Busquin nmet M
Spencer Abraham Secretary of State at the US Departnment of Energy. They

di scussed EU-US scientific co-operation in research on climte change and energy

i ssues.

More i nformation:
http://europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten. ksh?p_action. gett xt=gt &oc=I1P/ 03/ 33
9| 0] RAPI D& g=EN&di spl ay=

Eur ope - Conmmi ssion neets fisheries stakeholders to di scuss recovery pl ans

for endangered cod and hake stocks.

The European Commi ssion has organi sed a two-day workshop (10-11 March 2003) to

di scuss nmuch-needed neasures to help the recovery of endangered cod and hake

st ocks.

More i nformation:
http://europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten. ksh?p_action. gett xt=gt &loc=SPEECH 0
3/ 118]| 0| RAPI D&l g=EN&di spl ay
http://europa.eu.int/rapid/start/cgi/guesten. ksh?p_action. gett xt=gt&oc=I1P/ 03/ 34
6| O] RAPI D& g=EN&di spl ay

UK - Major clean-up operation and an investigation in Essex after oil spill
More i nformation:

http://news. bbc. co. uk/ 2/ hi/uk_news/ engl and/ 2809841. st m

http://news. bbc. co. uk/ 2/ hi/uk_news/ engl and/ 2787157. st m

UK - No harnful effects expected of wind farmin the Liverpool Bay

SeaScape Energy is planning an offshore wind farmin Liverpool Bay. It has
consul ted organi sations such as English Nature, Mersey Docks and Harbour Board,
Mari na and Coastguard Authority and the Royal Yachting Association and no
harnful effects are expected.



More i nformati on: www. seascape-energy.com ( Environnental Statenment and Non-
Techni cal Sunmmary)

France - Ol threat to French tourism

Latest figures show that reservations for the sunmer season in south-western
France are in sharp decline following the Prestige oil disaster and the ensuing
pol [ uti on.

http:// news. bbc. co. uk/ 2/ hi/ europe/ 2827889. st m
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8) Managenent of roe deer and fallow deer discussed in city board of Ansterdam

On February 19th the management of roe deer and fallow deer in the Ansterdam
Wat er Supply Dunes was discussed in a committee neeting of the city council. The
Amrst er dam Wat er Supply Dunes (AWD) are managed by the Amsterdam Water Supply.
Roe deer and fallow deer live there already for many years. In 1997 the city
council decided to end roe deer hunting in this dune area for a testing period
of 5 years, and to study the effects. Fallow deer in the AW have never been
managed. The study shows that the roe deer popul ation has stabilized, but that
the popul ation fallow deer is growing rapidly over the |last few years. Therefore
nore often fallow deer are seen on roads around the dune area, which can lead to
dangerous traffic situations. The comm ttee di scussed several managenent
options, anong other, higher fences, and hunting fallow deer. Sone organi sati ons
have taken the formal opportunity during the meeting to give their opinion on
this topic: against hunting. In April the city council will nake the fina
deci si on.

More information: Amsterdam Water Supply, Antje Ehrenburg, a.ehrenburg@wa. nl
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9) Events recently announced

June 3, 2003

Coast net conference: event concerning key issues in relation to Marine
Bi odi versity Conversation. Held at SOAS University of London, UK. Info:
http://ww. coast ns. co. uk

Oct ober 25-30, 2003

Pacem I n Maribus (PIM, the annual conference organized by the Internationa
Ocean Institute. Held this year at the International Oceanographic Ukraine
Operational Center. Info: Radal pi n@bss.inf.net Wbsite: wwv 30pi m sevi nfo. net

Sept 19 24, 2004
29th International Conference on Coastal Engineering, Lisbon, Portugal. Info:
Email: icce2004@nec. pt, fax: +351 21 844 3010, website: www. icce2004.o0rg
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Deadl i ne for submitting contributions to EUCC Coastal News No 6, 2003:
11 April 2003
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© Articles may be reproduced free of charge with acknow edgenent and citation of
EUCC Coastal News and the URL of the Coastal Guide (www. coastal guide.org). The
articles of this and previous issues of EUCC Coastal News can be found at
http://ww. coast al gui de. or g/ news



Menbers of the EUCC Coastal News editorial team Erik Devilee, Antje Ehrenburg
(Arst erdam Water Supply), Marijke Kooijman, Irene Lucius, Piet Lansbergen, Toni
March, Arnoud van der Meul en, Al bert Sal man.

Est abl i shed in 1989, EUCC - the Coastal Union is an association involving the
| argest coastal network in Europe with 750 nenbers and nmenber organi sations in
40 countries. For nore information please contact EUCC Internationa
Secretariat, POB 11232, NL-2301 EE Leiden, the Netherlands, tel.: +31-71-
5122900, internet: http://ww.eucc.n
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