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				The roadmap to a healthy ocean in 2030
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					We need thriving marine and coastal ecosystems to support a climate-resilient future

In past decades, we have witnessed a succession of strategies and action plans for safeguarding the ocean. While these plans were needed, they have never been fully implemented. In 2008, European governments committed to have “ecologically diverse and dynamic oceans and seas which are clean, healthy and productive” by 2020. They are nowhere near achieving this. On any given day, a dolphin in the ocean has to navigate warming and more acidic seas, while also dodging trawling nets, offshore drilling, noisy and heavily polluting ships, invasive species, diseases from farmed fish, dead zones, construction, tourism, and swathes of pollutant-laden plastics and microplastics.

But the tide is turning.

Citizens young and old took to the streets, urging European governments to take global leadership on an ecological transition. In response, the European Commission has committed to ambitious climate and biodiversity strategies that will shift investment and legislation towards a climate-resilient and ecologically diverse future. The ocean must be an integral part of these strategies.

We need marine and coastal ecosystems to be rich in fauna, flora, and genetic biodiversity so that they can perform their natural functions and support life on earth.

The ocean acts as a vital carbon sink, regulates weather patterns and provides oxygen. We depend on it – even if we live inland.

				
				
					


					


					


				

			

		

		
			
				
					The 2030 vision for healthy seas

				

				
												At least 30% of the ocean will be highly or fully protected.

We need vulnerable marine and coastal areas to be kept pristine and wild: they will act as safe havens for animals and plants to have a break from harmful human activities and where coastal communities can enjoy a preserved nature. These areas must be restricted to most human activities. They must form an ecologically coherent and continuous network to allow species to travel from one to the other and have long-term budgets, monitoring and management plans.


	We will have a clean, pollution-free ocean

For too long, we have assumed that we can treat the ocean as a giant trash bin without repercussions. Plastics, agricultural and chemical pollution are destroying freshwater and marine ecosystems.

The waters we eat from, swim in, and enjoy in so many ways must be protected from the impacts of our polluting activities on land and at sea. Pollution must be stopped at source by changing the way we produce and consume. European policies must ensure that companies and communities stop releasing plastics and microplastics into the sea. We must put an end to the flow of organic pollutants, excess nutrients and hazardous substances from agriculture, aquaculture and industrial and household wastewaters that reach the sea. Shipping activities will also have to drastically reduce their emissions of greenhouse gas, noise and waste, ultimately becoming zero-emission.


	We will have shifted to low impact fishing.

We have to put an end to the killing of seabirds, dolphins, whales, turtles and other untargeted animals, as well as the wreckage of habitats; shifting from fuel-intensive, non-selective and destructive fishing, such as bottom trawling, to low impact fishing. Politicians, policy makers and industry will have to work together and abandon the narrow view of fish as stocks we can over-exploit, and instead consider them as vital parts of complex ecosystems, crucial for ocean resilience. Fish populations need to be restored to a level where they can reproduce safely with a surplus we can harvest. To do this, we must listen to scientific advice and stop fishing faster than fish can reproduce. The European Union must step up as a global leader to ensure illegal, unregulated and unreported fishing is eradicated in EU waters and globally.


	In the whole ocean, the planning of human activities will support the restoration of thriving marine ecosystems

Their cumulative impacts will not add to the pressure from climate change on the ocean. We will transition to an economy, on land and at sea, that allows a harmonious co-existence of humans and the environment we depend on. Certain activities, such as deep-sea mining and oil and gas extraction, are as incompatible with our climate as they are to marine life and will need to be stopped altogether. Other lowimpact activities will remain as part of an ecosystembased blue economy: a sustainable blue economy that respects and adapts to the ecosystem it takes place in.


	This is not just wishful thinking. It is a pragmatic, well-researched plan to guide the work of Europe in the next decade

Their cumulative impacts will not add to the pressure from climate change on the ocean. We will transition to an economy, on land and at sea, that allows a harmonious co-existence of humans and the environment we depend on. Certain activities, such as deep-sea mining and oil and gas extraction, are as incompatible with our climate as they are to marine life and will need to be stopped altogether. Other lowimpact activities will remain as part of an ecosystembased blue economy: a sustainable blue economy that respects and adapts to the ecosystem it takes place in.




									
			

			


			


			


		

		
			
				
					
						


					

					
						The Roadmap to a healthy ocean in 2030

						Our rescure plan for Europe over the next ten years

						View Roadmap
					

				
			

		

					
				
											Read the Blue Manifesto

					
					
						Select Language
						Please select a PDF
English - BLUE MANIFESTO - THE ROADMAP TO A HEALTHY OCEAN
FR - MANIFESTE BLEU - FEUILLE DE ROUTE POUR UN OCEAN SAIN
ES - MANIFIESTO AZUL - HOJA DE RUTA PARA UN OCEANO SANO
DE SAR BLUE MANIFESTO FAHRPLAN FUER GESUNDE MEERE
български BLUE MANIFESTO - Син манифест
NL BLUE MANIFESTO - HET STAPPENPLAN NAAR EEN GEZONDE OCEAAN
IT - BLUE MANIFESTO - IL PIANO D'AZIONE PER UN OCEANO PULITO
PT - BLUE MANIFESTO - O ROTEIRO PARA UMA OCEANO SUADAVEL


						Download
						Read
					

				

				


			
		
		
					
				
					A unified call to action by civil society organisations from  all over Europe working for healthy seas and ocean

						


	


	


	


	


	




					The Blue Manifesto has been supported by +100 NGOs and sustainable businesses

					See all supporters
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										Multimedia

										
						Video: There is no ocean B. What we must do to restore our blue planet.
					

					6 July 2022

						Blue Manifesto
	Climate and ocean
	Decarbonising shipping
	Low impact fisheries
	Ocean governance
	Ocean plastic pollution

				

			

		

	



	
	
		
			
				
					
											
				

				
										Press Releases

										
						EU makes poor progress on milestones to deliver a healthy ocean by 2030
					

					14 June 2022
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						Blue Manifesto Assessment 2021
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					Contact

					Seas At Risk

Rue de la Charité 22

B-1210 Brussels

Belgium

Mailing address

Avenue des Arts 7-8

B-1210 Brussels

Belgium

					*protected email*


					Tel: +32 2 329 01 18 / +32 (0)2 329 01 24
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 Seas At Risk's newsletter
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									By clicking 'subscribe' you consent to our privacy policy.

									

									

									

								

								
								
							

						
					

				

			

			
				
					
												


						Seas At Risk gratefully acknowledges EU funding support. The content of this website is the sole responsibility of Seas At Risk. It should not be regarded as reflecting the position of the funder.
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					This website uses cookies to improve your experience while you navigate through the website. Out of these, the cookies that are categorized as necessary are stored on your browser as they are essential for the working of basic functionalities of the website. We also use third-party cookies that help us analyze and understand how you use this website. These cookies will be stored in your browser only with your consent. You also have the option to opt-out of these cookies. But opting out of some of these cookies may affect your browsing experience.
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